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Anthony Cocca
Managing Partner

Certified by the Supreme Court of New Jersey as a 
Civil Trial Attorney




	
Anthony Cocca has over 23 years of litigation experience - 23 years as an attorney in Morristown with 3 years at Giblin & Combs, then Bubb, Grogan and Cocca for 17 years and most recently as the founding member of his own law firm, Cocca & Cutinello, also in Morristown.  As a Civil Trial Attorney Certified by the Supreme Court of New Jersey, he leads the firm’s litigation practice which involves complex Medical & Nursing Malpractice, Nursing Homes, Long-Term Care Facilities, Rehabilitation Facilities, Acute & Sub-Acute Care Facilities, Assisted Living Facilities, ordinary negligence, insurance coverage and hospital law. He has defended medical/nursing malpractice and ordinary negligence lawsuits involving a number of New Jersey's medical malpractice insurance carriers.  Mr. Cocca has successfully defended all types of medical and nursing malpractice cases, including, brain-damaged infant cases, wrongful birth, wrongful life, wrongful death, bedsores/decubitus ulcers, falls in healthcare facilities, retained instrument cases, the administration of incorrect medications and blood products, charitable immunity, medical staff credentialing and the Patient Safety Act Privilege.  He has also served as trial counsel in groundbreaking Appellate Division decisions, including Ptaszynski v. Atl. Health Sys., 440 N.J. Super. 24 (App. Div. 2015), cert. denied, 2016 N.J. LEXIS 988 (2016), Hurwitz v. AHS Hosp. Corp., 438 N.J. Super. 269, (App. Div. 2014), Brugaletta v. Garcia, M.D., 448 N.J. Super. 404 (App. Div. 2017), as well as numerous unpublished Appellate Division decisions.  He has also argued in the New Jersey Supreme Court.

Following law school, Mr. Cocca served as Law Clerk to the Honorable Donald R. Reenstra, J.S.C., Passaic County Superior Court.

Mr. Cocca lectures to healthcare organizations, physicians, nurses, medical residents, fellows, nursing home administrators and other healthcare providers concerning medical & nursing malpractice litigation, sports law, immunity, and suspected child abuse and neglect (SCAN).

Education
J.D., Western Michigan University Thomas M. Cooley Law School, Lansing, MI, 1994
-- Staff writer, Michigan Bar Journal, Opinion Notes Section 
-- Legal intern to John Engler, the Governor of Michigan, and his legal counsel
-- Delta Theta Phi
B.A., University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ, 1989
-- Primus, The Freshmen Men’s Honorary Society
-- Alpha Epsilon Pi


Admissions
New Jersey, 1994
U.S. District Court, District of New Jersey, 1994
District of Columbia, 2011

Memberships 
Morris and Passaic County Bar Associations
New Jersey Defense Association, Vice President of the Appellate Practice Committee 
Justice Robert L. Clifford Inn of Court – past member




Trial Attorney

Anthony Cocca has many years of trial and litigation experience in New Jersey.  As a Certified Trial Attorney, Mr. Cocca offers clients the assurance and comfort that comes as a result of the many years of experience in the courtroom.  The knowledge and expertise gained in the courtroom is the result of over 22 years’ experience in front of judges and juries providing a high rate of positive results for our clients. Our legal team offers many years of legal expertise combined with experience and knowledge from a diverse client and matter base.

Trial attorneys first and foremost, the lead partners have courtroom knowledge gained from hundreds of trials and thousands of cases.

Experienced in Complex Litigation

The firm concentrates its practice in defense of the following areas:
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· Rehabilitative and Senior Care Facilities
· Medical Malpractice
· Nursing Malpractice
· Premises Liability
· Insurance Coverage Disputes
· Construction Litigation
· 

Based on our experience, the firm has access to leading experts who can assist in the defense of a wide variety of claims. 

Recognized by Leading Authorities in the Legal Field

	


	New Jersey Supreme Court Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Anthony Cocca is Certified by the New Jersey Supreme Court as Civil Trial attorney. Certified attorneys demonstrate substantial involvement in the preparation of litigated matters, maintain an unblemished reputation and pass detailed written exams.  Less than 5% of all lawyers in NJ are Certified Civil Trial attorneys.
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Recognized by Super Lawyers
Anthony Cocca has been selected to New Jersey Super Lawyers.




Focused on Client Service, Timeliness, and Case Outcomes

Clients work directly with an experienced partner. The firm offers personalized attention, including frequent case updates and rapid response times for all status inquiries. Rates are competitive with market factors. 

Available for Panel Counsel Consideration

Anthony Cocca has worked together with various insurance companies and self-insured entities. The firm welcomes the opportunity to extend this experience to additional panel counsel programs.

AREAS OF PRACTICE
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Medical Malpractice Defense
The firm routinely defends physicians, nurses, hospitals, health care facilities, and other health care providers in malpractice litigation throughout New Jersey. 

Our attorneys are qualified to defend against allegations of Medical and Nursing Malpractice, including:
· Brain Damaged Infant Cases
· Claims against Nursing Homes/Long-Term Care Facilities/Rehabilitation Facilities/Acute & Sub-Acute Care Facilities/Assisted Living Facilities
· Claims Against Hospitals
· Wrongful Birth/Life
· Wrongful Death
· Incorrect Diagnoses

	Representative Medical Malpractice Case
Ptaszynski v. Atlantic Health Systems, Inc., 440 N.J. Super. 24 (App. Div. 2015), cert. denied, 2016 N.J. LEXIS 988 (2016).
Seminal case overturning the improper application of the New Jersey Nursing Home Act; Charitable Immunity; Improper expert testimony; and the proper application of pre-existing injury law in medical negligence cases.
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Licensed Healthcare Practitioner 
Board Inquiries
The firm represents doctors, nurses and other licensed healthcare providers before the Board of Medical Examiners, Board of Nursing and other healthcare licensing boards. 

Hospital Law
Hospitals, hospital systems, medical staff, healthcare facilities and their employees are defended by the firm in litigation arising from patient claims of negligent credentialing and hospital privileges matters, as well as non-litigation matters involving policies, procedures, by-laws, Joint Commission inquiries, Department of Health inquiries, and Peer Review/Root Cause Analysis matters.
	Representative Hospital Law Cases
Hurwitz v. Overlook Hospital, 438 N.J. Super 269 (App. Div. 2014). Healthcare Organization Immunity and Peer Review Immunity regarding Physician Privileges and Credentialing curtailing discovery where a plaintiff's claims for damages were not viable as a matter of law.

Kulper v. Schwartz, M.D., et al., 2015 N.J. Super. Unpub. LEXIS 2153 (App. Div., Sept 8, 2015), certif. denied, 2016 N.J. LEXIS 89 (N.J. Jan. 26, 2016). Successful defense of attempt by plaintiff to impose liability against a Federally immune hospital employed physician in an attempt to subvert the intent of the Charitable Immunity limitation on damages against hospitals.


Nursing Homes, Long-Term Care Facilities, Rehabilitation Facilities, Acute/Sub-Acute Care Facilities & Assisted Living Facilities Senior Care Facilities
Allegations of nursing and medical negligence, wrongful death or elder abuse against senior care and rehabilitation facilities are among the claims defended by Cocca & Cutinello, LLP.  We aggressively represent senior care and rehabilitation facilities in litigation and arbitration.
	Representative Senior Care Facility Case
Ptaszynski v. Atlantic Health Systems, Inc., 440 N.J. Super. 24 (App. Div. 2015), cert. denied, 2016 N.J. LEXIS 988 (2016). Defense of a hospital-based long-term care facility from allegations of failure to prevent and treat  bedsores resulting in death. The resulting appellate opinion changed the law in NJ regarding the Nursing Home Responsibilities and Rights of Residents Act in favor of senior care and rehabilitative facilities.



Premises Liability
Cocca & Cutinello, LLP defends premises owners—including corporations and hospital systems and healthcare facilities—against personal injury claims suffered as a result of negligence. 

An investigation of the premises is initiated quickly to assess the validity of the alleged defect or liability.  If, after careful review and analysis by our attorneys and experts, other parties are identified as being partially liable, the risk to our client might be reduced.

Damages are assessed once liability is determined. Whether the claim is for soft tissue injury, joint replacement, or catastrophic injury, the firm’s attorneys are adept at gathering medical evidence and experts. 
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Cocca & Cutinello, LLP acts as a close resource to the insured and the claim professional so that all parties can be advised of suitable dispute resolution options.


Construction Litigation
Experienced in defending claims across New Jersey and New York, the firm works quickly to evaluate construction methods, review contracts, compile change orders, identify scheduling delays, and determine if a claim involves assertions of breach of contract, premises liability, or professional negligence.

Architects, engineers, contractors and suppliers can be particularly vulnerable to claims of professional negligence when jobs are delayed, over budget, or claimed to be built defectively. Cocca & Cutinello, LLP is available to defend construction professionals against allegations of failure to meet industry standards, failure to follow building codes, or failure in structural load bearing components.


	Representative Construction Client
Skanska Building USA, Inc., a multi-national construction firm and one of the largest construction and development companies in the country, retains Cocca & Cutinello, LLP for the defense of liability and injury claims in construction, civil infrastructure, and commercial development projects. 
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EXHIBIT 1.  Representative Cases

Reported Cases

Ptaszynski v. Atlantic Health Systems, Inc., 440 N.J. Super. 24 (App. Div. 2015), cert. denied, 2016 N.J. LEXIS 988 (2016).
Defense of a hospital-based long-term care facility from allegations of failure to prevent and treat a bedsore resulting in death. The verdict was overturned on appeal in favor of the rehabilitation facility. The resulting appellate opinion constitutes groundbreaking law regarding New Jersey’s Nursing Home Responsibilities and Rights of Residents Act.  Plaintiff’s Petition for Certification to the New Jersey Supreme Court was recently denied.

Hurwitz v. AHS Hospital Corp., 438 N.J. Super. 269 (App. Div. 2014).
Defense of a hospital medical staff from allegations of improper removal from the medical staff.  The case was dismissed by way of motion and resulted in a published opinion.  

Brugaletta v. Garcia, M.D., 448 N.J. Super. 404 (App. Div. 2017).
Defense of a hospital’s Confidential Incident Reports from disclosure under New Jersey’s Patient Act N.J.S.A. 26:2H-12.23 et seq.  The trial court ruled in favor of the release of the Confidential Reports; that the hospital failed to classify the incident as a Serious Adverse Preventable Event; that the patient must be notified of the event; and that the event must be reported to the Department of Health.  The Appellate Division reversed the decision of the trial court.  Thereafter, leave to file an interlocutory appeal with the New Jersey Supreme Court was granted.  Anthony Cocca argued the matter on March 12, 2018 before the New Jersey Supreme Court.  A decision is pending.
 
Representative Malpractice Cases

Defense of a nursing home from allegations of improper care resulting in a hip fracture. The case proceeded to trial with a defense verdict.

Defense of a nursing home against wrongful death allegations.  The case proceeded to trial and resulted in a defense verdict.

Defense of a hospital-based long-term care facility involving alleged wrongful death stemming from decubitus ulcers.  Plaintiff alleged violations of the Nursing Home Act.  The resulting Appellate Division  decision changed the landscape of nursing home litigation in New Jersey, putting an end to the misapplication and misuse of the Nursing Home Act.

Defense of thirty-two (32) Intensive Care Unit (“ICU”) and med-surg. unit nurses alleged to have failed to prevent and treat decubitus ulcers.  The case proceeded to trial for five (5) weeks with a defense verdict in favor of all of the nurses.

Defense of a labor & delivery nurse in a case involving the failure to properly interpret fetal heart monitoring strips resulting in significant developmental delays, cerebral palsy and other neurological dysfunction.  The case proceeded to trial for five (5) weeks prior to settlement.

Defense of a hospital system from allegations of discrimination, improper termination and violation of the Law Against Discrimination (“LAD”) with financial losses alleged in the millions of dollars. The case proceeded to trial for four (4) weeks with a defense verdict.

Defense of a maternal fetal medicine physician in a wrongful death and survivorship lawsuit with the parents alleging emotional distress following the death of their infant.  The case proceeded to trial for three (3) weeks with a defense verdict.

Defense of a maternal fetal medicine specialist in a wrongful life and wrongful birth lawsuit where the allegations included the failure to diagnose a significant genetic defect alleged to have been detectable with routine laboratory testing.  The case proceeded to trial for four (4) weeks with a defense verdict.

Representative Construction Cases

Defense of a major construction company’s renovation of one of the largest shopping malls in New Jersey with allegations of improper construction, failure to warn and resulting shoulder surgery and other soft tissue injury. The case proceeded to trial with a defense verdict.

Defense of two (2) major local football teams teams and their new stadium cooperative from allegations of improper construction with alleged injuries including shoulder surgery. The case proceeded to trial with a defense verdict.
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